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south-east again to Susa (of old an important city) and the Persian Gulf.
Herodotus tells us that where the Royal Road crosses the Halys
there are " gates through which you have to pass before you can cross
the stream. A strong guard protects this post." He adds that die
whole distance from Sardis to the Palace of Memnon at Susa was
13,500 furlongs: " travelling then at the rate of 150 furlongs a day,
you would take exactly 90 days to accomplish the journey."
ROUTE   OF   THE   BLUE   GEM
The ancient Royal Road that ran through Asia Minor and Persia
was connected up with great roads that ran to Afghanistan, India and
even to north-eastern China, whence came silk for the grand ladies
of Mesopotamia, Egypt and Greece.
Along the Afghanistan-Mesopotamia Road were transported
quantities of lapis lazuli, the blue gem which the peoples of the eastern
Mediterranean so much admired. The Sumerians of Mesopotamia used
it for ornamental purposes, while the Persians ground it into a powder
from which they made paint. The road did not end in Afghanistan,
but was continued on through the Khyber Pass into northern India,
where existed a civilization almost as ancient as that of Sumeria. A
flourishing trade was carried on between Mesopotamia and the Indus
Valley thousands of years before the Christian era.
SILK   ROAD   FROM   FAR   CATHAY
It is generally supposed that the Chinese were engaged in the
production of silk as early as 2600 B.C. They guarded the secrets of
its origin and, manufacture so carefully that these were not known in
Japan and India until approximately 3,000 years later. But the Persians
had apparently founded a silk industry of their own about 300 B.C. It
is said that the Chinese secrets were betrayed to them by a princess of
China who married a Persian prince. Be that as it may, it seems certain
that from a very early date silk was being transported from the north-
east of China, across Central Asia to Persia.
The route along which the silk was conveyed must surely be the
most romantic in the history of man. It passed through Persia and
Kashgar to the Tarim Basin in Chinese Turkestan, thence north of the
Kun-Lun Mountains, across southern Mongolia to the banks of the
Hwang-Ho and beyond to the far north of China.
The first stone-paved road of which we have record was that con-
structed by Cheops (2901 century B.C.), King of Egypt, for the transport
of the millions of blocks of stone, each weighing about two and a naif
tons, used in the building of the Great Pyramid. Herodotus tells
us that vast numbers of slaves toiled for ten years to make this road,
which he considered as impressive as the pyramid itself.
He gives the road's dimensions as ** five furlongs long, ten fathoms
wide, and in height at the highest part, eight fathoms." It was ** made
of polished stone and covered with carvings of animals.**